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By Watrer Cuannine, M.D. 
1. Case of Dropsy. 


Miss , wt. 38. May 26, 
1828. For six or seven years last 
past, edema of feet and ankles ; 
for three years, dropsy inthe abdo- 
men, with great increase of cede- 
ma and slight failure of general 
health. Since last February 
swelling has increased; now abdo- 
men enormously large, and the 
whole trunk of extraordinary di- 
mensions ; the lower extremities 
greatly enlarged ; edema extends 
to, and over thorax. About a year 
since fell, and suffered afterwards 
severe pain low down in left side 
of trunk, and since then occasional 
pains in the abdomen. Cannot lie 
on back; sleeps till 1, pretty well, 
but is after this hour kept awake 
by sense of distension. Fluctua- 
tion general, and distinct. Tongue 
coated, brown towards root ; some 
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appetite, much thirst ; cardialgia ; 
bowels well. Pulse 100; skin 
cool, dry ; catamenia regular till 
last period; urine very scanty. 
Walks abroad, and works more or 
less, daily. Countenance natural, 
and spirits excellent. Has not 
used active remedies. 

Various remedies were tried, 
as croton oil, cream of tartar, 
elaterium, &c., without benefit. 
Average quantity of urine daily 
about seventeen ounces. The 
enlargement of the abdomen in- 
creased, respiration became em- 
barrassed, and it was determined 
totap. This was done on the 
4th of June, and fifty-eight pints, 
by measure, of a very dark and 
thick fluid, were drawn off. The 
immediate effects were great 
sinking, and universal distress fol- 
lowed, which was relieved by 
tincture of opium. 

June 5th, 9, A.M. Exhaus- 
tion and faintness continue ; pulse 
72, not weak; skin warm; no 
soreness inabdomen; has not slept; 
urine, by estimate, one gallon 
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since operation, and continues 
free ; countenance sunken; no 
dejection ; asked for milk por- 
ridge for diet ; let her have it, 
and drink solution supertartrate 
of potass. 

6th. Pulse 84, sharp ; temper- 
ature good ; the least motion pro- 
duces great distress in abdomen, 
almost amounting to spasm; tongue 
coated heavily, dark; by measure, 
urine eight pints ; countenance 
improved; oedema greatly dimin- 
ished; no dejection. Foment abdo- 
men with decoction of bitter herbs. 


R. Infus, senne comp. 3). 


now, and every three hours until 
operation. Enema in evening if 
no dejection before. 

7th. After two doses, seven 
dejections,—copious, not watery. 
Pulse 84, less sharp; tongue 
cleaner ; urine seven pints, by 
measure ; passed water also dur- 
ing dejectious ; aedema subsides ; 
abdomen soft, flabby, very sore to 
touch ; skin sallow; appetite good. 
Veal broth at dinner. 

Sth. Pulse not weak ; 
spasms in chest not always or only 
produced by moving the body, but 
are also caused by swallowing ; 
tongue cleaner; two dejections ; 
speaks in whisper ; urine as be- 
fore ; lower extremities not much 
larger than natural ; oedema else- 
where gone; acute pain in left 
side under mamma ; respiration 
easy on back. A mixture of sul- 
phuric ether, tincture of pepper- 
mint and Jaudanum, was prescrib- 
ed, and a blister to the chest if 
not relieved by mixture. A roller 
to the abdomen. 

‘The spasms were found dimi- 
nished on 9th, and gradually dis- 
appeared. Ona the 13th she was 
sitting up ; walked about on the 
15th; on the 18th rode abroad, 


and ceased to use medicines on 
the 24th. The amendment was 
gradual, the urine continuing abun- 
dant, and the pulse getting slow- 
er, being 60 on the 20th, and con- 
tinuing so when [I last saw her. 
Some cedema of ankles would oc- 
cur from much exercise. I saw 
this patient some weeks after, 
and found the abdomen fuller than 
when I last saw her. She pro- 


mised to call on me if her com-. 


plaint troubled her. I have not 


seen her since. 


Remarks. —The circumstances 
of interest in this case were, the 
length of time the disease had 
continued ; its great extent; the 
amount of health and spirits en- 
joyed by the patient ; the quantity 
and character of the fluid remov- 
ed by the operation; the rapid 
absorption of the water from the 
extremities and cellular textures 
of the trunk, manifested by the 
increase of the urine from seven- 
teen ounces to eight pints a day ; 
and, finally, the degree of convales- 
cence at which she attained while 
under treatment. The immedi- 
ate effects of tapping were very 
distressing, and even alarming. 
The least motion or excitement 
from any cause,—the mere act 
of swallowing, produced severe 
spasms, and great diiliculty of 
respiration. The absorbents be- 
came active immediately on the 
removal of the distension trom 
the abdomen ; for the report gives 
a gallon of urine in the twenty-four 
hours succeeding the tapping. 
The leading facts in this case seem 
to show that it was one of encysted 
dropsy, and one of the ovaries 
most probably contained the fluid. 
There was more universal ana- 
sarca than ordinarily attends ova- 
rian dropsy, and the anasarca 
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moreover preceded the accumula- 
tion within the abdomen. 

A farther account of this case 
may be given if the patient again 
comes under the notice of the 
writer. 


2. Case of Jaundice. 


Mr. , et. 35. Sept. 
25, 1828. Has been troubled 
with tape worm from childhood 
till last two years, without much 
disturbance of general health ; 
always of robust appearance ; has 
a relish for raw meat, and some- 
times indulges idiosyncrasy. Two 
years since had severe attack of 
pain in epigastrium, which gradu- 
ally subsided in thirty-six hours, 


under use of fomentations and ca- 


thartics ; was well till last Janu- 
ary, then had similar attack, and 
since then every few weeks, in- 
tervals growiag shorter and pa- 
roxysms less severe; for six 
months has been costive ; dejec- 
tions clay-colored ; appetite va- 
riable ; urine high colored, dimi- 
nished six or seven weeks since. 
Now jaundice ; skin universally 
yellow ; this and light colored 
stools now, have once or twice 
disappeared ; has taken from four 
to twenty grains of calomel daily, 
besides doses of from ten to twen- 
ty grains, with oil, twice a week 
for some weeks ; occasional slight 
soreness of gums has occurred, 
and moderate purging ; has used 
nitric acid externally, and taken 
from five to fifty grains of extract 
of cicuta at a dose, for three 
weeks, with no other effect than 
intense itching of skin in bed, and 
some dizziness, but no loss of 
sight. Conjunctive deep yeilow, 
but objects have never appeared 
yellow. Tongue white, bright yel- 
low on left edge ; appetite very 
poor ; food sits well ; no dejection 
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since 23d; discharge then hard, 
with some pain; pulse 76, natural; 
skin moist ; lies equally well in 
any position. 
R. Ol. riciui 
Tr. sennee comp. 3ss. M. 


Sept. 26. Abdomen carefully 
examined by pressure, betrayed 
no soreness or tenderness in any 
part. The ribs of right side ele- 
vated in hepatic region, and an 
apparent protrusion of. liver on 
full inspiration. Three dejections 
from oil, &c., dark slate colored, 
frothy, fecal smell. 


R. Ol. terebinth Ziss. 
Aq. 3ij. 
If in four hours no dejection, 


R, Ol. terebinth 3}. 
Ol. ricini 3j. M. 


Preserve excretions. Diet of 
the house. 

2%th. After both doses, two 
dejections, copious, dark . slate 
colored ; some nausea and griping; 
slight dysuria ; urine loaded with 
bile ; pulse &4 ; skin cold. 

He now began with nitric acid 
internally, warm salt bath daily, 
and nitro-muriatic acid bath night 
and morning over abdomen. Ca- 
thartics of pil. aloes and colo- 
cyuth, and compound infusion of 
senna, with Rochelle salts, were 
given daily. On 30th, three de- 
jections, yellow, copious, not li- 
quid. On October Ist, the urine 
was much lighter. This patient 
continued to improve under the 
use of the above remedies. Oct. 
17th, very slight yellowness re- 
mained, the bowels were nearly 
regular, and strength and appetite 
good. Catarrh on 17th; coughed 
and sneezed without pain in chest 
or right hypochondrium. On 18ih 
ceased to use remedies. 

From the long continuance of 
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disease, and the liability to sudden 
and severe attacks when appa- 
rently quite well, this patient was 
advised to submit to a new trial 
of mercury both externally and 
internally, in order to prevent the 
recurrence of the disease. 


Remarks.—The amount of me- 
dicines, and of active ones too, 
taken by this patient, according 
to his own report, was very great. 
There is no reason to doubt the 
statement, for there was no pur- 
pose to be accomplished by a false 
report, and the good sense and 
natural shrewdness of the patient 
enabled him to observe accurately 
what remedies he was using, and 
what were their effects. The 
quantity was great and the effect 
very small. The color of the 
alvine evacuations was in its de- 
gree new tome. It was a deep 
slate color, without the least tinge 
of bile. The lighter clay color 
is common in this disease. In the 
report but little is said of the at- 
tacks. These were always very 
severe, so much so as to lead the 
patient to believe that they would 
suddenly destroy life. An active 
cathartic course, with the inter- 
nal and external use of dilute ni- 
tric acid, was curative. . 


3. Case of Chronic Diarrhea, with 
the Appearances after Death. 


October 11, 1828. Mr. " 
aged about 50. In West Indies, 
four months since, began to be 
oppressed by food, flatulent, &c. 
Symptoms grew worse, and in 
three or four weeks was taken 
with diarrhea ; soon after put to 
sea without medicine; has had 
about six dejections daily, natural 
in color, liquid, frothy, watery, 
without blood or pain ; occasion- 
ally has been costive three or 


four days. Pulse 84; tongue has 
loose, white coat, pale at edges, 
gets parched and stiff in night ; 
appetite good; for three days 
skin has been hot and dry ; last 
night kept awake by heat ; chest 
well ; some wheezing in breath- 
ing; says family is asthmatic ; 
flesh much diminished ; muscular 
strength sufficient ; has taken no 
medicine. 

12th. Five dejections in twen- 
ty-four hours; kept awake by 
burning of feet ; tongue coated on- 
ly slightly in middle and back part. 

13th. Eight dejections, loose, 
foecal, watery ; excited to stool 
by any motion ; very little pain, 
but has a sense of moving in bow- 
els; pulse 108; skin rather hot 
and dry ; tongue as yesterday ; 
very wakeful in night ; annoyed 
by burning in feet; some chill, 
with cold feet in evening. 

14th. Three dejections yes- 
terday, viz. two in night and one 
this morning, with slight pain. In 
night was hot and dry five hours ; 
afterwards very profuse sweat. 
Pulse 80, small. 

15th. Five dejections, not 
quite so loose. In night was hot 
three hours; afterwards chill, 
then sweat. Tongue rather 
cleaner. 

16th. Five dejectiors, he 
thinks better. At 5, P. M. had 
ague turn, no heat nor sweat ; 
slept well; feels better, though 
feeble ; skin less hot. 

17th. No ague, but heat through 
night ; no sweat ; slept tolerably ; 
seven or eight dejections, thin, 
with much flatus and cutting pain 
about rectum. Let him have one 
of the following every night. 


R. Hydrarg. submur. gr, iv, 
Pulv, ipecac, gr. iij. 
gr. jij, M. ft. Pil. 
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18th. Slept well, no heat, &c. 
Six dejections, two of them this 
morning, rather less painful. Some 
appetite; would relish some meat; 
may have beef or mutton, with 
bread, but novegetables, at dinner. 

19th. Chill in evening; no 
heat ; good sleep ; four dejections, 
rather loose, small; countenance 
better. 

20th. Four dejections; chill 
and heat, which terminated before 
9 ; afterwards had good sleep. 

2ist. Four dejections, loose as 
usual, with flatus, but less irrita- 
tion. Night as usual; feels 
stronger ; rather tired of diet; 
may have for breakfast and sup- 
per milk and lime water, propor- 
tion of three to one, boiled, and 
bread. 

22d. In bed slept well, but 
after going to water closet be- 
came faint. Says dejections have 
been more copious of late ; skin 
quite hot ; pulse 120, small, fee- 
ble. Omit pill of 17th, and sub- 
stitute the following :-— 


R. Pulv. ipecac. gr. iv. 
Pulv, opit gr. 
No. iv. 
one now, and one at bedtime. 
23d. Much sunken. One de- 
jection at noon ; one this morning 
as before. Slept much in day ; 
in evening much prostrated, seem- 
ing to have lost command of voice 
and memory ; hot and parched ; 
now in bed, very pale. Pulse 
120, feeble, not soft ; tongue quite 
dry ; complains of pain in right 
side about fifth or sixth ribs, came 
on at daylight ; abdomen soft ; has 
not called for drink ; has taken 
very little nourishment. 


M. ft. Pil. 


Cerat. cantharid. 6—4 to seat of pain. 

Pill of yesterday at bedtime, 
or at any time if diarrhaa occur. 
Balm tea or toast water for drink. 


Continued failing without any new 
symptom or increased pain till 
6, P. M., when he expired. 


Examination eighteen hours post 
mortem.—Pleura not extensively 
inflamed, but had many spots on 
right side inflamed, with slight 
ulcerations, precisely similar to 
the little ulcerations in the mouth, 
called canker sores. On the left 
side were extensive marks of a 
pletirisy of some former time. 

The pericardium was distended, 
and contained 3viij. or x. of a 
watery fluid. 

The mucous membrane of - the 
large intestines was diseased uni- 
versally. It was much discolor- 
ed, thickened in some parts, and 
had very numerous ulcerations ; 
none of these were very large or 
very deep. 

The liver was diseased greatly. 
Its right lobe had not a natural 
aspect. Its left lobe was mot- 
tled, and somewhat hardened. On 
raising it, at its posterior part 
was found an abscess containing 
3 vilj. or more of thick pus. 


Remarks.—From the good ef- 
fects which frequently occur, in 
chronic diarrhea of hot climates, 
from exact diet, this patient was 
put upon such a course of food as 
promised most benefit. No bene- 
ficial changes however occurring, 
such medicines were prescribed 
as were indicated by his disease. 
The day but one before that on 
which he is’ reported to have 
grown worse, and exhibited de- 
cided appearances of increased 
disease, he was accidentally ex- 
posed to a much lower tempera- © 
ture than usual, and obviously was 
injured by this exposure. Before 
this time, though exhibiting mark- 
ed symptoms of serious disease, 
he was out of bed most of the 
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day, and walking about with some 
considerable strength. He had 
not essentially altered in this re- 
spect from the statement of the 
11th Oct. 
Dissection brovght to light 
great general disease of the liver, 
and a large abscess full of pus on 
its posterior part. This condition 
of the liver explains one symptom 
of the disease which was always 
asevere one, the nightly chill, 
and the hectic heat which follow- 
ed it. No symptom of disease of 
this organ was discovered during 
life, by the minute investigation 
which was made into the state of 
the abdomical viscera, nor did the 
general aspect of the patient ex- 
cite a suspicion of latent disease 
in this organ. | 
Boston, November, 1828. 


I. 


On the Earlier and Later Flood- 
ings.—From Lectures delivered 
at Guy’s Hospital, 

By Dr. James BuunvELL. 
(Continued from p. 612.) 


Management of the Earlier Flood- 
ings.—After the general observa- 
tions already at large premised, 
the management of the earlier 
floodings may be compressed into 
few words. If a woman, in the 
earlier months, is laboring under 
a flooding of one or other of the 
four varieties, no obvious danger 
attending, the less you actively 
interfere, the better. The pa- 
tient should be a-bed, quiet, and 
cool; the bowels should be open- 
ed, the system, if feverish, should 
be refrigerated ; and cold should 
be applied topically, and, in larg- 
er doses, perhaps, lead should be 
administered, or the vagina should 
be obstructed, provided the dis- 


charges, copious and pertinacious, — 


seem to require it. But if you 
find your patient laboring under a 
discharge more copious and dan- 
gerous, and if there is reasonable 
cause for believing that life, or 
the tenor of her future health, 
may be in danger, practices more 
vigorous than those just enumerat- 
ed may be required. In these 
rarer exigencies, besides the re- 
medies ordinary in such bleedings 
already detailed at large, it be- 
hoves you to consider whether 
you may not have recourse to 
some of the deobstruents formerly 
commended, (ergot, for example, ) 
in order to accelerate the expul- 
sion of those substances lodging in 
the uterine cavity and keeping up 
the discharge. The ergot Ihave 
sometimes tried, according to the 
rules formerly prescribed, and 
with the greatest advantage. 
idiosyncrasy, or other 
causes, should the ergot remain 
inert, it would, too, be for consi- 
deration, Whether you might not 
manually interfere, emptying the 
uterus by that action of the fin- 
gers, already explained and de- 
monstrated. Such interference, 
however, be it remembered, is 
always an evil. Violence will 
bruise, tear, and kill. To remove 
the ovum, however, when it lies 
not in the womb but the vagina, 
is often both safe and proper, in 
both varieties of flooding. Yet, 
when the botvels are open, often 
of itself it comes away. 

I will not suppose it necessary 
to remind you, that in the latter 
floodings, when the woman, with- 
out further discharge, lies in a 
state approaching to asphyxia, to 
disturb the clots by manual ope- 
rations may be death. I should 
despair of teaching you prudence 
and caution, could I imagine that 
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this principle, so lately pressed 
home upon the attention, were 
already effaced from the mind ; 
and yet I have my misgivings : 
memories are sometimes aqueous. 
Remember, that even in earlier 
gestation, if the woman have lost 
much blood, and if she be in a 
state of deep fainting, it is unsafe 
at this time, in any way, to disturb 
the clots. Let her lie and rally. 
Assist her by other means than 
manual operations about the va- 
gina. Transfusion may be neces- 
sary.—Then, when she is tho- 
roughly established, when the 
bleeding shows a disposition to 
return, when, the womb being 
empty, the drainings of blood still 
obstinately continue, vaginal ope- 
rations may be proper enough. 

In continued drains from the 
uterus, when emptied of its con- 
tents, besides the more obvious 
and general practices, there are 
two deserving especial notice— 
mercurial action, and the injection 
of the uterine cavity. Though 
not, [ trust, besotted with an 
overwrought opinion of the pow- 
ers of this valuable mineral, I 
think some cases have fallen under 
my notice, in which, whatever its 
action, the cessation of the drain- 
ings might be reasonably attribut- 
ed to a mercurial action in the 
system. Do not, however, I en- 
treat you, without reflection, 
headlong, go and salivate your 
patient. A slight soreness of the 
mouth is all I would recommend, 
and this as an ultimate remedy. 
It would be better for the person- 
al charms, and, [am sure, some- 
times better for the health of our 
patients, if some of our blue pill 
and calomel were converted into 
looking glasses. 

The injections of the uterin 
cavity with astringent fluids, I 


learned entirely from my valued 
relative, Dr. Haighton. Its due 
performance requires an accou- 
cheur ; for it is not into the vagi- 
na, but the womb, that the fluid 
should be thrown. Twice, or 
oftener, in the day, the fluid may 
be thrown up. Begin witha scru- 
ple of alum toa pint of water, 
increasing the strength according 
to the effect produced. The blood 
is sometimes consolidated in the 
uterus by the action of the alum, 
and may, to the great alarm of 
the patient, be expelled with 
pains like those of parturition ; 
and for this, she should be pre- 
pared. ‘Though not prepared to 
assert that this practice is wholly 
without danger of inflammation, I 
never, myself, saw any serious ill 
consequences resulting. Women 
are now living who have, I think, 
been preserved by this remedy ; 
but it should not be used without 
need. 

The grand errors which you 
are likely to commit in managing 
the earlier floodings, are, I think, 
the following. When tyros, and 
young soldiers in midwifery, you 
are apt to be too soon intimidated 
by the sight of blood. Perturba- 
tions are always undesirable ina 
practitioner ; be it remembered, 
of the earlier floodings, that they 
generally do well ; that thought is 
an excellent anodyne. Again, if 
rash and resolute, you may fall 
into a second error, in some mea- 
sure the result of the preceding ; 
that, I mean, of needlessly thrust- 
ing your hand into the vagina, and 
your fingers into the womb. Re- 
member, I have told you, nor can 
I reiterate it too often, that you 
never can enter into the womb 
without risk; and who, of common 
humanity, will incur that risk un- 
less overborne by a paramount 
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necessity ? Now, in floodings of 
the earlier months, such necessity 
but seldom exists; of consequence, 
but seldom are your active manual 
operations required. It may, it 
is true, be sometimes necessary 
to use the hand; but a meddlesome 
midwifery isbad. Beware. Re- 
member the principles formerly 
prescribed. The use of instru- 
ments to dilate the mouth and 
neck of the uterus, or to take 
away substances from its cavity, 
I dislike ; in a young accoucheur, 
it is certainly an error. That di- 
latation of the os uteri can never 
be proper, I dare not assert. Now 
and then the finger may be used 
as a dilator ; now and then the 
forceps may be used to take away 
the substance contained in the 
uterine cavity ; but these anoma- 
lous cases are so rare, that, not 
to bewilder the mind, it is wiser, 
perhaps, to consider them as no- 
thing. Beginners, at least, and 
such I address, ought not to be 
perplexed with them ; and on the 
whole, for you, I think, it is bet- 
ter to take the chance of evil aris- 
ing from the rejection of these 
practices, than the chance of the 
still greater evil which may result 
from their adoption; for the cases 
in which these practices may be 
needlessly and injuriously attempt- 
ed are innumerable ; but those in 
which the rejection of them may 
be attended with ill consequences, 
are indeed few. A meddlesome 
midwifery is bad. ‘* Bene ascolta 
chi nota.” To suppose the uterus 
to be empty when it is not, is an- 
other grave error. Recollect the 
diagnostics stated to you in the 
course of these lectures, and you 
may, I think, generally keep clear 
of this mistake. Nor, perhaps, 
is it unnecessary to guard your- 
selves against an error the con- 


verse of the former—that of ima- 
gining, because the bleeding is 
pertinacious, that something must 
necessarily be retained. In the 
more doubtful cases—time or ex- 
amination must decide. Of the 
later floodings we will treat at 
our next meeting. 


From the Med. Chir. Transactions. 

Observations upon Depositions of 
Pus and Lymph, occurring in the 
Lungs and other Viscera, after 
Injuries of different parts of the 
Body. 

By Tuomas Rose, Esq., M.A., Sur- 
geon to St. George’s Hospital. 

(Concluded from page 603.) 


“ Case 3.—Abscesses in the Lungs, 


Liver, and Articulatwn of Clavi- 


cle and Sternum, with effusion into 
the Thorax after a bruise and 
wound of the foot, and a fractured 
fibula, 


‘¢Georce Stacey, 18 years of 
age, and healthy, was admitted 
into St. George’s Hospital, on the 
17th of July, 1827, in consequence 
of an accident from a cart-wheel 
having passed over the left foot. 
There was a small wound under 
the little toe, made, apparently, 
by some sharp substance, which 
had penetrated under the first 
phalanx, about an inch into the 
sole of his foot. Considerable 
ecchymosis had taken place over 
all his instep and foot, and there 
was a simple fracture of his left 
fibula, two inches above the ankle. 
Leeches, cold lotions, and aperi- 
ent medicines were ordered, and 


the limb was kept quiet, and sup- 


ported ona pillow. The leeches 
were repeated several times. 

‘¢ On the 23d he had shiverings, 
and these were followed by dif- 
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fused cellular inflammation over 
the foot, and by erysipelas extend- 
ing up the leg and thigh, with en- 
larged glands in the groin. The 
integuments in different parts of 
the foot were divided, to set the 
inflamed parts at liberty ; and on 
free openings being obtained for 
matter which had formed under 
the fascia plantaris, the febrile 
disturbance began to subside. 

‘¢ On the 4th of August he was 
reported convalescent. 

‘¢ On the 5th he had a severe 
rigor; purgative medicine was 
ordered. 

‘¢ On the 7th, the rigor return- 
ed. The limb continued perfect- 
ly quiet; all the wounds were 
heajing. He had never had ague, 
but stated that where he had been 
working that disease prevailed. 
He was directed to take two 
grains of the sulphate of quinine 
every four hours. 

‘The rigor returned again on 
the 8th, followed by much heat 
and a very quick pulse, and con- 
tinued afterwards to recur at ir- 
regular intervals, being generally 
succeeded by profuse sweats. 

*¢ On the 10th it was observed 
that he had slight ptosis of the 
upper eyelid of the right eye ; 
his pulse was quick, nearly 105 ; 
his tongue dry ; his countenance 
unfavorable, and with a yellowish 
tinge. In the evening, some de- 
gree of emphysema and a little 
effusion of fluid were detected at 
the articulation of the right cla- 
vicle with the sternum. He had 
met with no accident in the part 
to account for this. On the even- 
ing of the 11th he died, being the 
26th day after the accident. 

‘The body was examined on 
the following day. In the head 
the arachnoid appeared more 
opaque than natural, and there 


was some lymph effused on the 
under surface of the anterior lobes 
of the cerebrum, and round the 
junction of the optic nerves ; mat- 
ter was found effused into the cel- 
lular membrane over the sternal 
extremity of the right clavicle, 
and into the synovial cavities on 
each side of the inter-articular 
cartilage between that bone and 
the sternum. 

“The pleura on both sides of 
the thorax was very vascular, and 
distended with a considerable 
quantity of a sero-purulent fluid 
mixed with loose flakes of lymph. 
This was more abundant on the 
left than on the right side of the 
chest. 

‘¢ The Jungs on each side con- 
tained numerous small abscesses 
and soft tubercular masses, prin- 
cipaliy adjoining the surface of the 
pleura. These varied in size from 
that of a hazel-nut to less than 
that of a small pea; and in the 
middle of some of the tubercles 
there was an irregular cavity fill- 
ed with pus. One small abscess. 
was found in the substance of the 
great lobe of the liver, at some 
distance from its surface. 


“ Case 4.—Abscesses of the Liver 
and Spleen, after Fracture of the 
Skull, &c. 


‘¢A French gentleman, 30 years 
of age,was brought to St. George’s 
Hospital on the evening of the 
27th of July, in a state of com- 
plete insensibility, having fallen | 
from his horse and pitched on the 
side of his head. He died on the 
18th of August, the 23d day after 
the accident. 

‘¢On examining the body, it 
was found that a fracture had 
taken place, commencing a little 
above the posterior and inferior 
angle of the left parietal bone, 
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and extending across the occiput to 
the foramen magnum. There was 
a considerable quantity of blood 
extravasated at the base of the 
skull. The brain itself was rup- 
tured at the lower part of the 
posterior lobe on the left side, 
and pus had formed at that part 
between it and the pia mater. 
Both the liver and spleen were 
studded over their surface, and 
throughout their substance, with 
soft tubercular masses consisting 
of lymph mixed with pus, and 
with circumscribed abscesses of 
ditferent sizes.” 


The subjoined cases were com- 
municated to the author by Mr. 
Lawrence :— 


‘¢Thomas Scarborough, etat. 
33, was admitted into St. Bartho- 
lomew’s Hospital on the 6th of 
January, 1827, in order to have a 
loose cartilage removed from the 
knee-joint. He had a somewhat 
sallow and unhealthy look, and a 
whitish tongue, yet considered 
himself in good health, and had 
followed his ordinary occupation 
as a laborer, to the time of his 
admission, having experienced on- 
ly temporary inconvenience from 
the complaint in the knee, which 
had existed about three years. 

‘¢ After some attention had been 
paid to the state of his health, the 
operation was performed on the 
13th of January, and a_ perfectly 
smooth white piece of cartilage, 
with a small bony nucleus, was 
taken out of the joint, having been 
previously fixed on the external 
condyle of the femur. 

‘¢ 17th. The wound has united, 
without the slightest heat or 
swelling of the joint. Inthe even- 
ing, however, without any assign- 
able cause, bleeding took place 
from the wound, and ceased spon- 


taneously by the formation of a 
coaguium, which distended the 
incision. On the next day the 
sallow appearance of the counte- 
nance, which had been noticed at 
the time of admission, was much 
more conspicuous, and the con- 
junctive were quite yellow. Dur- 
ing the foilowing week, the joint, 
which was kept quite quiet, re- 
mained free from pain and swell- 
ing, and a thin fluid escaped from 
the wound. There was no fever. 

‘¢ After passing a restless night, 
he became very ill on the 26th, 
with heat of skin, thirst, loss of ap- 
petite, costiveness, white tongue, 
with a dry brown streak in the 
middle. The joint was swollen 
and painful, the margins of fhe 
wound inflamed, and a purulent 
fluid mixed with synovia flowed 
from it on pressure. (Twenty 
leeches to the joint ; aperient, 
and afterwards saline medicines.) 
He continued in nearly the same 
state till the evening of the 29th, 
when the febrile symptoms in- 
creased, and he avas bled to four- 
teen ounces, the blood being 
strongly cupped and buffed. In 
consequence of continued febrile 
disturbance, twenty ounces of 
blood, exhibiting the same cha- 
racter as before, were taken from 
the arm on the Jist. 

‘* He was better on the Ist of 
February. Twenty leeches to 
the knee-joint, which continues 
inflamed and swollen, and dis- 
charges much pus. 

‘* During the night of the 2d he 
was restless and delirious. From 
this time he continued to sink : 
paralysis of the right side, more 
particularly of the arm, was ob- 
served on the 5th; and he expired 
on the 7th. 

‘* Examination twelve hours after 
death.— The knee-joint contained 
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a small quantity of healthy pus ; 
the synovial membrane was thick- 
ened, vascular, and in some places 
dark-colored. An abscess on the 
outside of the knee, containing 
two ounces of pus, communicated 
with the joint ; and the skin was 
separated from the subjacent tex- 
tures, in the neighborhood of the 
wound, by a cavity like that of an 
abscess. A small portion of the 
upper and anterior part of the 
tibia was denuded ; the cartilages 
were unchanged in all other parts. 
Several small, yellowish, elevat- 
ed spots were observed on the 
convex surface of the liver, which 
was slightly agglutinated to the 
diaphragm by recent adhesion. 
On cutting into them, a thin puru- 
lent fluid escaped, leaving a yel- 
low fibrous substance, very much 


like the flakes of a scrofulous ab- i 


scess. In some of them the fibrous 
substance predominated; in others, 
the thin yellow pus. These de- 
positions varied in size, from that 
of a pea to that of a hazel-nut. 
They existed in great numbers 
throughout the whole liver, but 
the thick edge was more particu- 
larly loaded with them. I count- 
ed thirty on the surface of one 
section ; there must consequently 
have been many hundreds through- 
out the liver. The other abdo- 
minal viscera were healthy. The 


arachnoid membrane covering the 


hemispheres was partially elevat- 
ed by serous effusion under it ; 
this was particularly apparent 
over the posterior lobe. A small 
deposition of healthy yellow pus, 
about the size of a horse bean, 
was found at the side of one of the 
posterior convolutions of the left 
hemisphere.” 


Case 2.—‘*H. A. Porter, 51 
years of age, a corpulent man, 


addicted todrinking, was admitted 
into St. Bartholomew’s Hospital 
the 19th of January, 1827, for an 
old ulcer of the leg, with much 
surrounding inflammation. He had 
a poultice to the ulcer, was twice 
bled in the arm, and took opening 
medicine. Under this treatment 
the leg improved rapidly, and he 
felt altogether much better ; but 
three days after the second bleed- 
ing the wound of the vein became 
painful, and was found to be slight- 
ly inflamed. 

‘¢ Jan. 30. Shivering fits came 

on last night, followed by heat and 
thirst ; pulse 120. (Venesection 
to ten ounces. ‘Twenty leeches 
to the arm. <A dose of calomel 
and jalap. A saline draught eve- 
ry four hours, with antim. tart. 
or. j. 
31 . Inflammation has extend- 
ed to the axilla, the arm being 
red, swollen, and painful on pres- 
sure, from the elbow to that part. 
(Thirty leeches to the arm, and 
a large blister afterwards.) A 
severe shivering fit was experi- 
enced this afternoon. 

‘‘Feb. 4th. He has remained 
nearly in the same state, and has 
had several shivering fits. Com- 
plains of severe pain in the left 
knee-joint, which is somewhat 
swollen. The arm is easy, and a 
small. quantity of thin pus flows 
from the wound in the vein on 
pressure. The pulse hard, full, 
and 100; tongue white and dry ; 
great thirst ; bowels confined. 
Ordered purgatives and salines, 
with digitalis. 

‘© 5th. He has passed a com- 
fortable night. The left knee 
and thigh are greatly swollen and 
painful. All the superficial veins 
of the knee and thigh are exces- 
sively swollen, and form a ver 
conspicuous net-work. The limp 
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is slightly red, and preternaturally 
hot. Pulse 140, and soft; tongue 
white ; bowels open. (Six doses 
of the digitalis have been taken ; 
let it be increased to_m. xv.; four 
grains of calomel every four hours; 
%xvj. of blood to be taken from 
the knee by cupping.) 

‘ith. He complained yester- 
day of pain in the right shoulder, 
which continues without swelling 
or redness. The knee was re- 
lieved by the cupping, and is near- 
ly free from pain, though the 
swelling is not much diminished. 
The arm is less painful ; bowels 
very open. (The calomel to be 
left off ; the digitalis continued.) 
In the evening he was more easy; 
the pulse small, hard, and 120; 
tongue brown and dry; great thirst. 

‘¢ He expired on the morning of 
the 8th, and the body was exa- 
mined ten hours after death. 

‘¢ The cephalic vein, which had 
been punctured, was thickened, 
and contained pus for about two 
inches below, and four inches 
above the wound, where a coagu- 


jum of blood was found, filling the. 


cavity. Above and below these 
points the vessel was healthy, and 
the other veins exhibited no mor- 
bid change. The abdominal and 
thoracic viscera were healthy. 
The arachnoid membrane was 
thickened, opaque, and whitish. 
The cellular texture of the pia 
mater was loaded with serum, 
and an increased quantity of fluid 
was found in the ventricles. The 
cavity of the knee-joint was filled 
with a tolerably thick pus, of an 
uniformly reddish color, as if from 
an intimate admixture of blood. 
The synovial membrane was 
thickened, with an irregular and 
almost villous surface: it was 
extremely vascular in its whole 
extent. The cartilaginous cover- 
ings of the femur and tibia had 


undergone considerable absorp- 
tion, so that the convexities of 
the femoral condyles, and the 
corresponding excavations of the 
tibia were completely bare. The 
cellular substance covering the 
capsule of the knee, under the 
exterior muscles, was inflamed, 
thickened, and loaded with pus. 
This texture was in the same 
state on the surface, and through- 
out the whole substance of the 
vasti and cruralis muscles. Sec- 
tions of these muscles presented 
a most singular appearance, their 
large fasciculi being separated, 
apparently by layers of thick yel- 
low pus. The matter, although 
precisely similar in color and con- 
sistence to that produced by 
phlegmonous inflammation, was 
no where collected into an ab- 
scess, but was diffused through 
the cellular structure, as serum 
is in the case of anasarca. In the 
rest of the limb there was effusion 
of a bright light yellow serum. 
The cellular structure, exterior 
to the orbicular ligament of the 
right shoulder, was filled with 
thick yellow pus; but the cavity 
of the joint, and the deltoid mus- 
cle, were natural.” 


The following cases, of a nature 
similar to the preceding, are ex- 
tracted from later journals, 


Case Compound Fracture of the 


right Leg—-Sero-purulent Effusion 
in the Chest— Tubercular Deposi- 
tions in the Liver and Lungs. 


An athletic man, et. 37, was ad- 
mitted into St. George’s Hospital 
June 23d, under the care of Mr. 
Keate, with compound fracture of 


both bones of the right leg, a little - 


below their centre. The injury 
was received in falling froma cart, 
when a sack of coals was thrown 
upon the limb. The external 
wound was small, but a good deal 
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of effusion had taken place under- 
neath the integument. The acro- 
mio-clavicular articulation was 
injured, but whether it was frac- 
tured or displaced could not be ex- 
actly ascertained. The wound 
was dressed with lint and adhesive 
straps, the leg placed in junks, 
and spirit lotion applied both to it 
and the shoulder. 

Haustus Anodynus. Haustus Senne. 
The patient went on well till 

the 26th, when he suffered from 

thirst, and was otherwise feverish. 

Infusion of roses was prescribed, 

with dilute sulphuric acid, and sul- 

phate of magnesia. 

On the 30th, eight days poste- 
rior to the infliction of the injury, 
a rigor appeared, with nausea, 
headach, and pain in the leg. 
The pulse was rather full, and 100 
in its beat : the tongue white and 
coated. 

Ol. Ricini ss. Rep. Mist. ut ante. 
Liq. Op. Sed. gtt. xx. Mist. 
Camph. Ziss. nocte sumend. 
Whether owing to the medicine 

we shall not pretend to say, but 

certainly the patient was better 
on the 2d. The rigor had not 
re-appeared, the pain in the leg 
had subsided, the pulse was sunk 
to 90, tongue clean, bowels open. 

Matter began to form around the 

fracture, and all was so fair that 

the limb, on the 4th of July, was 
placed in Mr. Amesbury’s appara- 


tus. The calm, however, was. 


but transient, the amendment de- 
lusive. On the evening of the 
9th (the 17th day) the patient 
complained of some headach ; 
and the morning of the 10th was 
ushered in by a rigor, succeeded 
by heat and general disturbance. 
Again the tongue was white; pulse 
80, and full; bowels open; leg 
easy. 

Syr. papav, 3j. Mist. camph. Z iss. 

ter die. 


The rigor returned in the course 
of the night, and again in the morn- 
ing of the 11th, attended with 
sickness, slight headach, quick 
pulse. The leg was not painful, 
but a spicula of bone protruded 
as the dressing was removed. 
Sod. carb. Bj. Mag. carb. gr. vi. 

Pulv. rhei gr. ij. Tine. opii M. v. 

Mist. camph. Ziss. 6ta quaque 

hora, 
Cataplasma panis cruri. 


The rigors were experienced 
once or twice in the day, and a 
very unfavorable symptom was 
added—tenderness in the epigas- 
trium and right hypochondrium. 
He vomited food and medicine 
alike ; the tongue had become 
brown ; the pulse was rather flut- 
tering, and 120. Under these 
circumstances, an ounce of com- 
pound ether mixture was ordered 
directly, and a slight alteration 
adopted in the draught. He had 
two attacks of shivering in the 
night of the 11th, notwithstanding 
which the symptoms were im- 
proved next day. The tenderness 
of the epigastrium was diminish- 
ed ; he retained food and medicine 
on the stomach ; the tongue was 
somewhat cleaner ; the pulse was 
100, and firmer. The medicines 
were repeated, but delirium suc- 
ceeded in the night, and the next 
morning found him ina very bad 
state. He was constantly dozing, 
though sensible when roused ; 
vomited almost every thing he 
took ; pulse 125, and irregular ; 
discharge from leg less, but with- 
out any apparent collection of 
matter. 

Quin. sulph. gr. ij. Acid. sulph. dil. 
M. iv. Conf. arom. 5ss. Mist. 
camph. 3x. M. ft. haust. 6ta 
quaque hor. sum. 

Cataplasma lini. Beef-tea. 


In the evening the symptoms 
were not at all relieved, whilst 


} 
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the tenderness on pressure of the 
abdomen was extreme. He was 
ordered ether mixture, and forty 
drops of laudanum, which produc- 
ed a quiet night, and a slight ame- 
lioration of the symptoms next 
morning. The beef-tea and qui- 
nine were continued, but the pa- 
tient, on the 15th, was worse than 
before. Delirium and vomiting 
had again set in ; the bowels were 
confined ; the pulse 120, small 
and weak. Leeches were placed 
on the abdomen, and three grains 
of the submuriate of mercury 
given immediately. 

On the 16th rubefacients were 
applied to the epigastrium, and 
afterwards a blister; but the 
sickness and pain in that region 
persisted,the pulse became weak- 
er and weaker, the discharge from 
the wound was very scant, and 
death closed the scene on the 
evening of the 17th. 

Sectio cadaveris.—On opening 
the head, there was noticed some 
opacity of the tunica arachnoides, 
especially at the basis of the brain, 
accompanied by slight depositions 
of lymph. The plexus choroides 
presented a singular appearance, 
being converted into a tubercular 
mass, of a gland-like appearance. 

The chest and abdomen pre- 
sented the principal marks of the 
disease. The pleura on the right 
side was intensely inflamed, and 
serum and pus were collected in 
its cavity. On the left side the 
membrane was also inflamed, and 
serum and lymph, but no pus, 
were discovered. In the sub- 
stance of the lungs, more espe- 
cially the left, were tubercular 
masses of mixed lymph and pus, 
numerous and varying in size. In 
the liver were the same sort of 
tubercles, exceedingly numerous, 
and seated for the most part im- 
mediately beneath the peritone- 
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um investing the viscus. The 
intestines were sound, with the 
exception of the colon, the mu- 
cous membrane of which, near 
the valve, was injected and in- 
flamed. 


Case IT,—Simple Fracture convert- 
ed into Compound—Purulent de- 
pots in the Liver and the Lungs. 

James Evans, et. 35, was admit- 

ted on the 16th of July, under 

the care of Mr. Keate. 

Eight days before his admis- 
sion he was thrown to the 
ground by a timber-carriage, 
the wheel of which passed over 
his right leg, bruising the skin 
in a trifling degree, and breaking 
both bones a little below their 
centre. The accident happening 
at Maidenhead, he was taken 
immediately to a public house, 
where the careless attendants, in 
carrying him up stairs, convert- 
ed the simple fracture into a 
compound one. He came up to 
town in his skiff, and on his en- 
trance into the hospital two 
wounds were observed—one an 
inch long, situated on the ante- 
rior aspect of the leg, and in di- 
rect communication with the 
fracture ; the other more poste- 
rior. He was feverish, and com- 
plained of want of sleep; the 
tongue was white and dry ; and 
the pulse about 100, and full. 

The leg was put in a junk, 
and the following prescription 
ordered :— | 


Hyd. Submur. gr. v. Pulv. Ant. gr. 


iv. statim., 
Mag. Sulph. Giss. Liq. Ant. Tart. 
M. xx. Mist. Camph. Aq. Distill. 


aa 6tis horis. 

In the course of a few days the 
inflammatory appearance of the 
leg had subsided, the discharge 
was pretty copious, tongue clean- 
er, pulse softer, bowels open. 
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On the 27th he complained of 
more pain in the leg, the pulse 
was somewhat fuller, discharge 
not so free. 

On the 28th, about 3, P.M. he 
was seized with a very severe 
rigor indeed, and vomiting dur- 
ing its continuance. ‘There was 
no pain of chest, no dyspnea, no 
cough; he took in a full inspira- 
tion with ease; the abdomen was 
not at all tender on pressure, 
but some tenderness was felt 
in the region of the bladder ; 
the countenance was anxious; the 
pulse quick, but weak. The ri- 
gor continued some time, and 
was foiilowed by heat of the sur- 
face and sweating. 


Hyd. Sub. gr. v. et post horas duas 
fl. Ol. Ricini 3ss. Rep. Mist. 


29th.—Has had three distinct 
rigors in the course of the morn- 
ing, and is very ill at present. 
The pulse is quick and thrilling; 
the tongue glazed and brown in 
the centre, but red at the edges 
and tip; the countenance expres- 
sive of intense anxiety, and bath- 
ed in a cold perspiration, which 
hangs in large drops upon the 
brow; the nausea exceedingly dis- 
tressing. On asking him to draw 
in a full inspiration, he does so 
with very little difficulty, al- 
though the expansion of the chest 
is imperfect. There is some lit- 
tle pain on pressure of the abdo- 
men, particularly of the right 
hypochondrium; but none in the 
hypogastrium whatever. The 
wound looks pretty healthy, but 
its secretion is deficient in quan- 
tity. 

The 30th found the patient no 
better; indeed, on the whole, ra- 
ther worse. He was seized with 
a very long rigor that morning ; 
the pulse was more feeble, the 
tongue more furred, aud now 
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there was decidedly pain on in- 
spiration, though without any 
cough or distressing dyspnoea. 


Hyd. c. creta gr. iij. Pulv. Jacob. 
ver. gr. ij. ter die. Haust. Salin. 
Efferves. c. Tinct. Op. M. v. 6tis 
horis, Emp. Canth. Hypochond. 
dext, 


On the 31st he was better, but 
the countenance continued anx- 
ious, the tongue was deeply fur- 
red, the thirst almost insatiable, 
the pulse very rapid, the surface 
hot. That night he was deliri- 
ous, and never afterwards regain- 
ed his perfect sensibility. The 
matter, on the Ist of August, ap- 
peared to be collecting at the 
outer part of the leg, and the 
bowels being costive, he was or- 
dered half a drop of the oil of 
croton tiglium, made into a pill 
with crumb of bread. On the 
2d the bowels had been opened 
by the pill ; the tongue was ra- 
ther cleaner; the pulse had more. 
firmness. The discharge from 
the leg had, however, diminish- 
ed, and consisted of only a thin 
brown fluid, of horrible fcetor. 


Rep. Pulv. ter die. Hyd. Sub. gr. ij. 
statim. Mag. Sulph. 3j. Aq. 
Menth. Vir. Ziss. 6tis horis. Emp. 
Canth. lateri. 


On the 3d he appeared some 
what better, but the bowels were 
purged, and a very unfavorable 
symptom had appeared—-a symp- 
tom we have always observed to 
be fatal—we allude to a peculiar 
and bilioustint of skin. Besides 
the former medicines, his strength 
Was now supported by arrow- 
root, wine, and beef-tea. On the 
4th he was worse, and apparent- 
ly moribund. The pulse was 
fluttering, the breathing labori 
ous, the secretion much vitiated, 
and nearly arrested, the counte- 
nance almost hippocratic. The 
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limb was removed from the Rebecca Stearns, £*. 
junks by Mr. Keate, and placed 
in the fracture-box of Assilini, a 8. Aves M. Dayles, 33 

i 4. William King, 4 w. 
change which produced, after a 64 yrs. 
time, some relief. Sulphate of John Widdifield, 21 
quinine, with dilute sulphuric 5. 
acid, was now ordered, but the Abigail Carnes, 72 
symptoms progressively got ‘ Frederick Booth, 16 mo. 


worse and worse, and at three in 
the afternoon of the 6th the pa- 
tient expired. 
Sectio Cadaveris.—On opening 
the thorax, about half a pint of 
urulent effusion was found to 
bets taken place in the left cavi- 
ty of the pleura. Innumerable 
depositions of lymph and pus 
had been formed in the liver and 
the lungs, but otherwise the vis- 
cera were healthy. The bones 
of the leg had been fractured ob- 
liquely, and exhibited no traces 
whatever of re-union. No pus 
remained about the ends of the 
bone. 


At the Annual Meeting of the 
Boylston Medical Committee of Har- 
vard University, held on the 22d ult., 
a prize of Fifty Dollars or a Gold 
Medal of that value was awarded to 
the author of the best dissertation on 
the disease called an irritable state 
of the urinary bladder, its cause and 
treatment, the writer of which was 
found to be Dr. Usurr Parsons, of 
Providence, R. I. Dr, P. obtained 
the premium last year. 


WEEKLY KEPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 


TON, 
Ending Nov. 6, at noon. 
Nov. 1. Benjamin Carter, 42 yrs. 
William M. Weeds, 4 
Eliza Ann Eayrs, 47 
Dorothy Jeffs, 58 


Catharine Jackson Lush, 73’yrs. 
Margaret Hopkins, 80 
Alexander C rawford, 40 
Matthew Coogan, 31 


Accidental, 1—consumption, 5—debility, 1 
—drowned, 1—infantile, 2—insane, 1l—old 
age, 2—unknown, 6. Males, 8—females, 11. 
Total, 19. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AVID & JOHN HENSHAW & Co, 

No. 33, India Street, near the head 

of Central Wherf, have for sale a very ex- 

tensive assortment of Surgical Instru- 

ments. Gentlemen wishing to purchase 

will find it to their advantage to call and 
examine them. Oct. 14, 

6mo. 


ABERNETHY’S LECTURES. 


HIS day published by Benjamin Per- 

kins & Co. Lectures on Anatomy, 

Surgery, and Pathology, including obser- 

vations on the nature and treatment of 

Local Diseases,—delivered at St. Bartho- 

lomew’s Hospital, by Joon ABERNETHY 
F.R.S8, 6w. 

Boston, Sept. 22, 1828. 


ENJAMIN PERKINS & CO. have in 

the press, and will shortly publish, 

** A Manual for the use of the Stethoscope, 
being a Treatise on the different Methods 
of investigating the Diseases of the Chest. 
Translated from the French of M. Cottin, 
by W. N. with Notes and an 
Introduction by a Fellow of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. 

Oct. 23, 1828. 


Nov. 4—6w. 


EUROPEAN LEECHES. 


HARLES WHITE, No. 269 Wash- 

ington St., Corner of Winter St., has 

received a supply of GERMAN and 
PORTUGUESE LEECHES. 
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